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MY PHOTO OPPORTUNI
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By PETER ROBERTSON
HROUGHOUT his twen-
ties, Jamie Finlay
seemed destined for a

big future in advertising.

But a form of cancer,
Hodgkin's Lymph forced

a

Cnc;r fight
led adman to

across America and, while in
Africa, climbed Mount Kiliman-
Jjaro and bunjee-jumped at Vie-
toria Falls.

Having enjoyed taking pic-
turea for fun since childhood,
Jamie used his new £200 Minolta
50081 35mm camera to make a

him to rethink Lis career
plans. He quit his job with a
major ad agency and decided
to travel the world.

It was a voyage of discovery,
and the pictures he took on that
trip were so remarkable that
Jamie, 31, is now a successful
photographer.

Jamie says: “The cancer left
me drained and depressed, but
now 1 have more energy than
ever before. Photography has
given me a great new life,”

He has always been a keon
sportsman and, at university in
Pittsburgh, he excelled in ath-
letics and American football.

But, at 22, he discovered a
worrying lump on his neck.

“After three weeks it grew
from the size of a pea to that of
a golf ball. I was r

d New career

clients such as Western Pub-
lishing, producers of the My
Litile Pony books. Then he trans-
ferred to the London office,
where clients included Ford cars
and Unilever.
“T didn't think about the poten-
Ll|;1 ‘ﬂn.'\ts af such a job,” he main-
wis young and just

Lhrl]h-ﬂ Ln have left university
and got a good job in o field I
wanted to work in.

“0d&:M were very supportive of
me with regard to my illness, but
it didn's aﬂ'oct. my performance
in any way.

“It actually gave me a unique
se of perspective on pres-

to a doctor, who gave me a very
thorough ion. took his

surise ituations, I'd think:
‘There are a lot more serious
things in Iirp than not getting a

rubber gloves off and said,
“Jamie. I'm 8 per cent sure
you've got cancer.

“I'll never forget, that was at
2.30pm on November 9, 1990, he
recalh with a shuddes

My instant reaction  was
‘Right, let’s get rid of iv.”

Further tests confirmed that
Jamie had a cancer which
attacks the body's lymphatic
system, but luckily the disease
was confined to the neck area.

He had to endure six weeks of
daily radiation, during which he
loat all the hair from the
of his head. which will \‘\N-OI'
grow back fully.

Yot he says: "I remained
extremely pesitive about the
situation. I kept telling family
and friends ‘I'm still here, I
haven't gone yet.' "

Jamie was forced to drop two
of his four university courses,
but bravely continued with the
rest. “I wanted to be focused,
doing something rather than
sitting around moping.,” he
explains,

N February 1991, scans
revealed that radiation h:d
fully eliminated the

I cial ready on time,

Every February, Jamie would
travel to Pittsburgh for tests
with his medical team there.

“For a few weeks before each
of those return visits, I found it
very hard to concentrate because
I was thinking what if they find
the cancer again?”

On his 1996 visit, Jamie was
given the all-clear, five years
after his cancer had first been
“eured"”.

Unfortunately, within a few
weeks, he suffered viral infec-
tions, his left elbow swelled up

© The illness made
me look at things
in different ways ®

phic record of his trip.

The results im ot only
friends but established photog-
raphera too.

In the spring of 1998, Jamie held
his own exhibition at Chelsea
Harbour Design Centre in Lon-
don. And, at the end of 1998, two
of his pictures were exhibited at
a gallery in New York.

“I never dreamed of exhibiting
my photographs before,” he
admits. “I didn't even think of
myself as a photographer.”

To his surprise, many people
bought prints of Jamie's pictures.
Denige Prior, house manager
from the Royal Geographical
Society, visited Jamie's exhibi-
tion and promptly invited him to
display his pictures there.

“Icouldn't believe my luck. It
was a dream come true,” says
Jamie.

“1 began to realise that ma[l,'bo
this was a new career poasibili
for me.”

To that end, Jamie set up his
own webaite wwwe,
com in 1950, and work has been
fowing in.

AST year the MCC hired
Jamie Io porlra\r life at
which

Includzd Ihe
tournament.

His services have also been
sought by Sports & Outdoor
Media, the Lord's Taverners, the
Hational Association Of Flower
Arrangement Societies and
Macmillan Cancer Relief,
Jamie's mother runs a branch for
this charity.

All that and Jamie has never
trained or qualified as a photog-
rapher,

I{owucr he recently finished

orld Cup

and he tore all the ligaments in
his left knee.

“1 think my hody basically just
collapsed amar going through so
much in the us five years,”
says Jamie.

“Whatever, in the summer of

‘86 my doctor strongly advised
me to get away from the stress-

tumour.

And within a year of the ini-
tial dingnosis, Jamie completed
his university degree and landed
a job a8 an account executive
with international advertising
agency Ogilvy & Mather.

He had come from & family of
businesa high-fiers. His father is
a retired senior executive for food
glant Heinz, and a former chair-
man of Dawson International.
His brother, Rory, is an executive
for chewing-gum firm Wrigleys.

Jamie, who was educated at
Cmnletgh public school in Sur-
rey, won his university
Plttsburgh while his father was
working there in the Heinz head
office.

“1 majored in rhetoric and
communication, which i3 an
accepted qualification for adver-
tising, marketing and PR in the

** he says.

Jamie's first job was working

in O&M's Chicago office for

i P

I was working
m and to take a proper break.

1 was very reluctant to leave

course in black
z\m! whm. photography, and even
hat has proved fruitful because
Lhu course director has asked
Jamie to teach a workshop in
eolour photogra) and assist in
marketing the school.

“I can hardly believe what's
happening. I'm a very lucky
guy.” he says modestly.

“This new career is all the
more citing  because it's so
uncxnu,tt,d Best of all, the

advertising. It was hing I'd
spent years preparing and train-
ing for and really enjoyed in
practice. My ambition was to ran
the London office of O&M and get
on to their worldwide board.”

That October, after months of
serions thought, Jamie handed in
his notice at O&M.

“1 had no idea what was going
to happen to my career. I just
knew I had to get my body
rested and back in shape again.

“1 decided I'd give mysell one
year to travel to parts of the
world I'd always dreamed of
seeing. What I'd been through
had taught me the fragility of
life, and I thought ‘If I die, I don't
want to have missed such a
great opportunity’.”

Jamie's trip, from January to
December 1997, included India,
Nepal, Scotland, Australia and
New Zealand. He also drove alone
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lifestyle
provides an. more suitable for me
than a high-powered position in
advertising.”

Thu kl.y to Jamie's new-found

may be his unique views,
bOLh through the lens and on life
coplc who've stood next to
me while I've taken a picture
have often said, on seeing the
resulting photograph, ‘T didn't
see whal you saw.'

“1 would never claim to be any.
thing special, but I do h.licvtmy
illness has made me look at so
many things in different ways.

“In particular, I see beanty in
things which I previously con-
sidered dull or didn't even notice
at all.

“Ever since I experienced the
cancer, | have appreciated every

that I wake up to, whether
the sky is blue or grey."
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ON THE UP:
Jamie takes a
breather at
15,0001t in Nepal
with Mount
Everest behind

et T Ty
: . 6 Jamie's prize shots




